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The off-equatorial eastern Pacific is one of few regions 
with easy communication through the thermocline. 













Sverdrup balance (steady, conserving potential vorticity)

The stretching due to Ekman pumping:

is balanced by stretching due to meridional motion:  
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Ocean circulation in the eastern tropical Pacific:

◊ is surprisingly poorly known

◊ is unlike the zonally-homogeneous central Pacific

◊ has substantial mean upwelling through a thick layer

◊ may be a crucial window of the general circulation


